Preparing for and Delivering Chaplain
Church Services at Twin Falls County Jail




Preparation and Attitude

» Always bring your ID (driver’s license)

* Come prepared with lesson plan that is:

 Spirit-led
* Bible-based

* Pray with your partner beforehand

* Be friendly & courteous to jail staff and
inmates

* Be flexible, adaptable, and spirit-led
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Environment and Welcome

* Room arrangement
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 Make it “conversationa
 Don’t create barriers to communication
* Physical barriers (desk, table, position, etc.)

* Body language (accounts for 66% of your
message!)

* Welcome inmates
e Stand up, give “air” greeting when they arrive
e Tell them how happy you are to see them
* Introduce yourselves (first names only)

* Ask inmates first names and use their names
when talking




Prayer and Questions

* Ask if any prayer requests
* Be specific when praying
* Have support person lead opening
prayer
* Ask if they have any Bible/spiritual
guestions
* Answer only if you know
* |If you don’t know the answer,
admit so . .. then find out!
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The Prepared Message and Discussion

* Keep in mind: We can’t talk anyone into
salvation

!"“ 1y /é}% * Time never goes faster than when you’re talking

e 20 minutes (not including discussion) is enough
time on any topic, including the Gospel

* Be careful when asking inmates to read

* Check for understanding throughout the
message
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 Don’t let an inmate dominated the discussion
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The Message

* Keep the message we deliver relevant to the
inmates; they are likely far from being Seminary
Students or mature church members.

* Bring a prepared message, put on your heart by
the Holy Spirit. Deliver it when He sees fit.

* Personal testimonies are great, but if that is all
you bring each time, you are not fulfilling the
service.




Our Message Should Always Include

* Who Jesus is, how much He loves us, and what He has done for us

* Opportunity for those who don’t yet call Him Lord and Savior to ask
Him into their lives

* Opportunity for those who have fallen away to rededication

* Encouragement for those who are on their spiritual journey with
Jesus

* “The Gospel has got to be enough.”
* Don’t implement your own programs (12 Step, CBT, etc.)



Helpful Reminders

» Keep out personal religious views,
denominational topics, divisive
issues

* What to say when asked “What
church do you attend?”

* Do not give out personal
information other than your first
name

* TFCJ Chaplains can do NOTHING for
inmates outside of the facility. (except
pray for them personally)



Tips for Lesson Preparation

e First and foremost: PRAY!

* Ask God to show you a scripture passage,
topic, or character He wants you to share
with the inmates

* Ask Him to show you specific verses from
that passage or topic

e Ask Him for insight in how you might
generate discussion with the inmates
* Choose a format
e Scripture Passage Study
* Topical or Word Study
e Character Study
e Other




Scripture Passage Study

After reading though the passage, use
the “Three Question Method”

1. What is this passage about?

2. What do you learn about God or
Jesus through this passage?

3. How can you apply this to your
life?




Love Joy Peace Patience

Hope Forgiveness Grace

Topical or
Word Study

* Choose a topic or word from the
Bible to study

Define it with a modern definition
from the dictionary

Explore & include Bible usages of
the topic

Summarize what you’ve learned

Discuss how to apply this to one’s
life




Character Study

* What are their strengths?

* What are their weaknesses?

* What were their challenges?

* How do they point us to Christ?

* What lessons can be learned from

this person’s life?
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Lesson Tips

E

* Read the room; know when its time to stay quiet or ask for
guestions or input.

* Check with inmates for understanding throughout your message

* Assume a third grade reading level and be ready to explain what
Biblical words mean in “non-Christianese”

* Keep message to about 20 minutes

* Try to get to at least 2 and hopefully 3 cellblocks each service
time

* Inform the Chaplain Coordinator of which cell blocks you saw



At the End of the Message

* Pray
* Make prayer relevant to message
* Pray for needs expressed by inmates

Encourage new believers, re-dedicated
inmates

Offer materials

Remind inmates to request one-on-one
visits if needed

» Afterward, notify Coordinator of blocks
seen, any problems, issues, or praises




