MVChaplains

Inmate One-on-One Visits & Teaching

It is a privilege to be invited into the facility to provide Christian ministry. We are under the
authority of facility management while inside the facility. We follow all the facilities procedures
and rules. Procedures and rules may be different from facility to facility. Know the rules where
you serve.

Pray before you enter the facility. One-on-One Chaplain visits are requested so the inmate has
something they want to discuss with a Christian Chaplain. While every visit is different a few
guidelines may be helpful. Teaching Inmates Gods word is usually done at a set time
determined by the facility. Remember we are teachers not preachers. You will never be wrong
if you teach what Gods says not what you think. Its ok to say | do not know but | will research
your question.

e Introductions only use your first name. Chaplain and your first name. Avoid any
personal information about you during the visit. Where you live. Church you attend.

e Opening Prayer What can | pray about for you? The inmate has needs so starting with
prayer about the inmates needs and concerns will set the tone for the visit.

e God meets us all where we are at so asking the question, “Are you sure if you died
tomorrow what would happen to you?” Their answer will tell you where they are at
with the Lord. Remember all of us had someone that introduced us to Jesus. Your
testimony may be helpful. Committing or rededicating to Christ is what God offers us all
and that offer should be extended to the inmates.

e Any questions or requests that are not related to our focus as a Christian Chaplain
should not be addressed.

e Because we have no power, the Holy Spirit does the work in the hearts and minds of the
inmates. We are the willing servants and all glory is God’s. There is no right or wrong
way to do a one-on-one visit and knowing God is in full control makes our time with the
inmate in His hands.

¢ Inmate groups are the same process. Always be prepared with a teaching but let the
Holy Spirit guide you based on the needs of the inmates.

The inmates have a lot of emotions going on when they ask for a Chaplain visit or come to
church. Just knowing Jesus loves them give them hope. Whatever the need is Jesus is the
answer.

Thank you for your service and heart for the inmates. Blessings Barry Knoblich



